Asian Women in the Pacific Century 

Supervised Reading & Research I Course Description

Pacific Century
Monday ()


Friday ()

Steve Cornwell

Section A-3 

11:30-12:20


10:00-10:50

Office Room 619

Pacific Century Course Description
Over the past 150 years countries in the Pacific Basin have changed dramatically.  These countries have developed economically and politically.  The situation Asian women find themselves in has changed as well as part of this development.  This course will increase our awareness of the changes and developments in the region concentrating on gender.  We will see how the western nations treated China in the late 1800s. We will discover how Japan changed in the Meiji era after opening up due to Perry's visit.  We will look at two countries (Vietnam, Indonesia) where nationalism led to two different paths of development.  We will learn how Confucian beliefs have influenced three countries economies (Taiwan, Singapore, South Korea). We will look at how Japan recovered after the war and how it went on to become a leading economical power.  We will look at the growing pains South Korea went through as it struggled to become a democracy.  Geographical, historical, and cultural frameworks will be used to examine interconnections between and among Pacific nations (and the United States). While looking at historical events that have shaped the Pacific Century, the course will try to draw connections to the current situation of women in Asia and Japan.  What is the current role of women?  How has it been influenced or changed by history?  How does class and gender manifest themselves in the Pacific Century? What opportunities will the Pacific Century hold for women?

Class Rules
1. Speak English as much as you are able.  If you use Japanese, you must learn how to explain the idea in English.  Participate in class.
2. Relax.  Don't worry about making mistakes.  Making mistakes is a good way to learn.

3. Keep focused during this class.  Don't do homework for other classes during this class.  Come prepared.

4. Respect each other.  During presentations pay attention.
Assignments and Evaluation
Current Event summaries, Notebooks, Video Worksheets, Presentations, Paper, Attendance, Etc.

• 
Each week you will summarize a newspaper/current event happening in the Pacific Region.  Use a notebook or folder to keep your newspaper/current event summaries in.  You can also use the notebook/folder to keep notes on what we cover in class--this will help you review.  Keep a list of possible paper topics in your notebook.  

• 
We will watch some videos about the Pacific Century and turn in video worksheets on a regular basis. 

• 
On a regular basis we will have discussions about the current events you've summarized, your presentation topics, etc.

• 
Everybody will make two group presentations: one on a geographical topic (a poster session), the other on a content topic.  You will receive presentation guidelines later.  The second presentation will be modeled after the presentation contest. 

• 
Everyone must write one A4 size, 5-page paper.  You must turn in TWO copies of the final draft.  If you do not turn in a paper, you cannot pass this class. The paper due date is Friday, January 12, 2006. The late penalty for papers is 5%.

• 
If you want to pass, attendance is important.  You need to come up with a plan that will help you come to class on time.  Don't be absent; don't be late! If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what the homework is.  

You can turn work in up to seven days late, but there will be a late penalty.  This is to be fair to students who turn in their work on time. So, DO NOT try to turn in all your homework in January. After seven days, I will only give you 50 points out of 100.

Evaluation--
Class work is 40% of your grade.  Your paper is 40% of the grade.  The final project is 20% of your grade. These percentages break down as follows:

Class work/Other work


40%
Participation, Discussion, etc.
13%

Newspaper Summaries 2% each
14%

Geography Presentation
10/13
13%

Paper Grading Scale


40%

Outline Introduction
11/20
5%


First draft
12/08
10%


Final draft
1/12
25%


Final Project/Presentation 
1/15, 19, 22


20%
Mon 9/25
Content, Geography, APA, Newspaper Summaries, Course Overview 

Fri 9/29
Newspaper Summary 1Geography Presentation

Mon 10/2
Paper Orientation//Library Information and Activity

Fri 10/6 
APA review/Geography Preparation

Mon 10/9
Plagiarism review/Geography Preparation

Fri 10/13
Geography Poster Sessions

Mon 10/16
Outline discussion/Okinawa lecture

Fri 10/20
Two Coasts of China/Newspaper Summary 2

Mon10/23
Two Coasts of China/Meiji Revolution

Fri 10/27
Meiji Revolution/Newspaper Summary 3 

Mon 10/30
Barrel of a Gun/Newspaper Summary 4

Fri 11/3
Holiday

Mon 11/6
Fight for Democracy/ News Paper Summary 5

Fri 11/10
Fight for Democracy/Big Business and the Ghost of Confucius/

Mon 11/13
Big Business and the Ghost of Confucius/Newspaper summary 6

Fri 11/17
Entrance Exam - no class
Mon 11/20
Paper Outline/Five sources Due/Criterion workshop

Fri 11/24
Reinventing Japan/Japan Inc./Newspaper summary 7

Mon 11/27
Final Presentation introduction/Work on Paper

Fri 12/01
Newspaper Summaries/APA review/

Mon 12/4
Presentation work/Paper work

Fri 12/8
First Draft of the Paper Due

Mon 12/11
Final Presentation preparation

Fri 12/15
Work on Paper/Presentation preparation

Mon 12/18
Final Presentation Preparation
Fri 1/12 
Final Draft of Paper due

Mon 1/15
Final Presentations

Fri 1/19
Final Presentations 

Mon 1/22
Final Presentations / Conclusion of Class

