Grammar Diagnostic

Please answer the following questions.  

Let's do it twice.  The first time do it without any help from reference books.  This will give us an idea of what we "know" going into the course. 

Then, do it again in blue using any references you'd like. (If you cannot make the text blue, type your second response in CAPS).

When you finish, send it to me in the drop box with your name and GD as the title: cornwellGD.

Metalanguage or Teacher talk

In a grammar context, tell us what the following words refer to, and if possible, give an example or two.  One sentence or phrase will be sufficient. If you don't know, just type "Don't know."

1. agreement


- There are a couple of things which this grammar term refers to.  First, there is subject-verb agreement, a rule which states that the form of a given verb is dependent on the subject of that verb.  The most common problem for students of English is the tricky 3rd person singular for present tense verbs, in which the verb receives an added "s" sound at the end of the word. (I study, but She studies).  Rules of agreement also demand "s" endings for plural nouns (as in three horses) 


- NOTHING TO ADD

2. antecedents


- Don't know


- ANTECEDENTS REFER TO REFLEXIVE, RECIPROCAL, AND POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS THAT USED AS SUBSTITUTES FOR PROPER NOUNS AFTER THESE NOUNS HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED, SUCH AS THE PRONOUN "HIMSELF" FUNCTIONS IN THE SENTENCE "MARK FINALLY FOUND HIMSELF."

3. articles


- Articles are those small words that come before nouns, like "a," "an," and "the."  He painted a picture of the house.


- NOTHING TO ADD

4. comparatives


- Comparatives are used to show differences between things.  Some adjectives have additional forms that denote this (as in tall, taller, tallest), and some have to be preceded by words like "more," "most," "less," "least." (as in Dan is less intelligent than Maria)


- ACTUALLY, COMPARITIVES REFER TO MORE THAN ADJECTIVES.  COMPARISON CAN BE DONE WITH ADVERBS (EMILY SPEAKS SLOWER THAN TAMMY), NOUNS (JACK SPENDS MORE TIME ON HIS HOMEWORK THAN I DO), AND WITH VERBS (JESSICA TRAVELS MORE THAN ANYONE I KNOW).
5. content words


- I'm guessing that these are the words that carry the "meat" of a sentence's meaning, like the word "surgery" in the sentence Mr. Miller is going to have to have surgery.


- CONTENT WORDS ARE THE NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, VERBS, AND ADVERBS OF A SENTENCE.  THEY HOLD THE LEXICALITY OF A SENTENCE.

6. copula


- Copulas are verbs used to connect subjects to adjectives.  The most common is the "be" copula, though there are other classes of copulas.  An example of "be" as a copula can be found in the sentence I am hungry.


- COPULAS CAN CONNECT SUBJECTS TO ADJECTIVES, AS WELL AS TO NOUNS AND ADVERBIALS.  THEY CARRY TENSE AND S-V AGREEMENT.  COPULAS OTHER THAN THE "BE" COPULA INCLUDE: PERCEPTION COPULAS (YOU LOOK WEIRD); STATE COPULAS (MARY REMAINED DISCONTENTED THROUGHOUT THE EVENING), AND CHANGE-OF-STATE COPULAS (SHE BECAME ANGRY).
7. determiners


- not exactly sure.  I think these might be words like "this," "that," "these," and "those," that function like articles, but call for specific endings (plural or singular) for the nouns they precede, as is found in the sentence Those men are mere spongers!


- A DETERMINER IS A NOUN MODIFIER.  DETERMINERS INCLUDE ARTICLES, POSSESSIVES, DEMONSTRATIVES, QUANTIFIERS, AND SO-CALLED PRE-DETERMINERS LIKE "ALL" AND "BOTH."  THE SENTENCE MY FIRST THREE CLASSES WERE HARD INCLUDES THREE CONSECUTIVE DETERMINERS - "MY" (A POSSESSIVE), "FIRST" (A QUANTIFIER), AND "THREE" (ANOTHER QUANTIFIER).  ALSO INCLUDED IN THIS CATEGORY ARE THE WORDS "BOTH," "MANY," "OTHER," "ANOTHER," "THE," AND "HIS."

8. function words


- Don't know.


- FUNCTION WORDS ARE WORDS THAT HAVE LITTLE "MEANING," BUT ARE USED TO DESCRIBE THE GRAMMATICAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CONTENT WORDS IN A SENTENCE.  ARTICLES, PRONOUNS, PREPOSITIONS, AND AUXILIARY VERBS ARE ALL FUNCTION WORDS.

9. intensifiers


- intensifiers are words used heighten (or lessen) the dynamic of adjectives.  The most common is "very."  A good example of an intensifier in action occurs in the exchange "He's crazy, man." "How crazy is he?" "He's really crazy."


- NOTHING TO ADD

10. modals


- modals are those lovely verbs (like can, could, may, might, will, would, should, ought to,) that English speakers use to, among other things, express politeness, ask for permission, state logical probabilities, and interject subjective beliefs, such as found in the sentence It might rain today. 


- NOTHING TO ADD 

11. past participles


- when a perfect tense is used, the main verb in the sentence changes from a simple past tense verb to a past participle.  Thus the past simple sentence I was sick becomes I have been sick in the present perfect.


- FORMS OF A VERB USED IN THE PERFECT ASPECT, MOST OFTEN FORMED BY ADDING "-ED" TO THE END OF BASE VERB, BUT HAVING MANY EXCEPTIONS, LIKE "LEARNED" AND "SUNG."

12. quantifiers


- Quantifiers are words, like "three," "a lot," and "some," that function like articles but demand that nouns take a certain ending, such as is found in the sentence Three of his friends missed the bus.


- QUANTIFIERS EXPRESS UNKNOWN QUANTITIES OF A NOUN, AS THE PHRASE "QUITE A LOT" EXPRESSES IN THE SENTENCE "QUITE A LOT OF MONEY WAS MADE DURING THE BAKE SALE." QUANTIFIERS RANGE FROM "NONE" TO "ALL" AND INCLUDE WITHIN THAT SPECTRUM PHRASES SUCH AS "SEVERAL," "FEW," AND "ALMOST ALL."

13. relative pronouns


- Don't know.


- "WHO," "WHOM," "WHICH," "THAT," AND "WHOSE" ARE RELATIVE PRONOUNS.  THESE WORDS ARE USED TO REPLACE NOUN PHRASES, SUCH AS IS FULFILLED BY THE WORD "WHOM" IN THE SENTENCE THE PERSON WITH WHOM YOU WERE SPEAKING IS THE PRESIDENT.
14. reported speech


- Whenever you tell someone something somebody told you, you are using reported speech.  Yevgeny said I could go to the bathroom.


- REPORTED SPEECH IS A WAY OF ATTRIBUTING THOUGHTS AND IDEAS TO OTHER PEOPLE.  THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO DO IT: QUOTATION, INDIRECT REPORTED SPEECH, AND PARAPHRASE.  REPORTED SPEECH OFTEN INVOLVES THE USE OF "THAT" CLAUSES, AN EXAMPLE OF WHICH IS FOUND IN THE SENTENCE "THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT NOTHING WOULD PREVENT THE NEW BILL FROM COMING INTO LAW."

15. voice


- not exactly sure.  passive vs. active?


- VOICE IS A LINGUISTIC MECHANISM THAT ALLOWS FOR DIFFERENT PARTS OF A SENTENCE TO ACT AS THEMES.  TAKE THE SENTENCES MY BOSS FIRED ME AND I WAS FIRED BY MY BOSS.  THE FIRST SENTENCE IS IN THE ACTIVE VOICE; THE SUBJECT IS THE THEME AND IS SEEN AS THE AGENT OF SOME ACTION, WHEREAS IN THE SECOND SENTENCE, THE THING ACTED UPON (I) IS THE THEME.

Errors and error correction

Look at the following sentences and tell us 1) what is the problem and 2) what you might tell the student who made the error.  These examples are taken from The Grammar Book by Celce-Murcia and Larsen-Freeman

16. *Nora wills read the book.


1) "wills" needs to be changed to "will"


2)  Its good that you noted the third person subject, but "will" is a verb that is the same for all subjects, and so you don't need to add "s" for the third person.

17. *He has bought it last Saturday.


1) get rid of "has" 


2) the present perfect tense cannot be used to discuss specific events like "last Saturday."  The simple past is used for specific past events.

18. *I not understand that.


1) add "do" before "not"


2) you might think that since "I understand that" is an affirmative statement, a simple adding of the word "not" to the sentence will make it negative, but English simply isn't that logical.  For most verbs, when you want to negate, you have to also add "to" before "not."

19. *The song was sang several times by the choir.


1) "sang" to "sung"


2) This a common mistake made by native speakers.  What tense are you using?  If its just the simple past tense, we need to use the past simple form of "to sing," which is "sung."  "Sang" is the past participle.

20. *What happens if I pushed this button.


1) "pushed" to "push," add ? at end of sentence


2) How many verbs are in this sentence?  What tense is the first one?  How can we change the second verb to put it into the same tense?

21. *I enjoy to study English


1) either change "enjoy" to "like" or "love," or change "to study" to "studying."


2) "Enjoy" is a strange verb because it means almost the same as "like" or "love," but it can't be used the same way.  Listen to some sentences that use the word "enjoy."  What do you notice about the verb that comes after it?

22. *February is the most coldest month in my country.


1) get rid of "most"


2) some English adjectives don't have additional forms like those the adjective "cold" does.  What extra forms does this adjective have?  What about the adjective "fun?"  Does it also have these forms?  Well, it turns out that words like "most" are used only for adjectives that don't have these extra forms, but since "cold" does have them, you don't need to use "most." 

Note: Often in grammar references an asterisk (*) is used to indicate an error and a question mark (?) is used to indicate something that is awkward or incorrect in certain dialects.  

Parts of Speech

Label the parts of speech in the following sentence. There are twenty words.  If you'd like, you can write the parts of speech and then list the words after them.

Before the grammar class started, Steve hurriedly finished his overdue homework and turned it in to the young substitute teacher.

noun - gramamr class, Steve, homework, substitute teacher

verb - started, finished, turned in

adjective -  overdue, young 
adverb - before, hurriedly

article - the, the

pronoun - his, it

connector - and

preposition - to

