Grammar Diagnostic

Metalanguage or Teacher talk

In a grammar context, tell us what the following words refer to, and if possible, give an example or two. One sentence or phrase will be sufficient. If you don't know, just type "Don't know."

1. agreement- I think of it as subject verb agreement but it can be more.  He eats is in agreement.  They runs is not.  A pen is in agreement.  A cats is not.

2. antecedents- words referred to by pronouns.  Steve finished his homework and turned it in to the substitute.  homework is the antecedent of it. 

3. articles- a, an, the

4. comparatives-language used to compare i.e. X is greater / more interesting/ than Y; X is as long as Y; and so on.

5. content words-words carrying meaning such as nouns, adjectives, adverbs, verbs, etc.

6. copula- the verb "to be."

7. determiners-one of a group of words including _the_, _a_, _some_, _my_ which are used at the beginning of a noun phrase.

8. function words- also known as grammar words or prepositions, articles, determiners, intensifiers, etc.

9. intensifiers-words like very and much.

10. modals-will, would, can, could, shall, should, may, might, ought to, must.

11. past participles--often has an -ed, but is different than the past.  It is the word we use to make present and past perfect I have gone or I had seen.

eat ate eaten&eaten is the past participle.

12. quantifiers-used when referring to an amount or quantity: all of, one of, a few of, etc.

13. relative pronouns--who whom that which

14. reported speech  --when we report what someone said.  I want more vacation! also written as Steve said, "I want more vacation!" (this is direct speech); Steve said that he wanted more vacation (this is reported speech)

15. voice--active or passive  I gave John a pen.  John was given a pen by Steve.

Errors and error correction

Look at the following sentences and tell us 1) what is the problem and 2) what you might tell the student who made the error. These examples are taken from The Grammar Book by Celce-Murcia and Larsen-Freeman

16. *Nora wills read the book. Nora will read the book.  Maybe an overgeneralization of the third person s rule.  We don't conjugate (need to put an s on) will.

17. *He has bought it last Saturday.  He bought it last Saturday or He has already bought it.  Probably the first one.  If we use present perfect we do not mention a specific time.

18. *I not understand that. I do not understand that.  The student has not quite gotten how we negate affirmative sentences in English.  We need a form of do.  I understand.  I do not understand.

19. *The song was sang several times by the choir.  The song was sung several times by the choir.  Probably just using the wrong form&past instead of past participle.

20. *What happens if I pushed this button. What will happen if I push this button?  Wrong use of the conditional (note, this is not a good explanation for the students&this will need to be explained in more detail).

21. *I enjoy to study English  I enjoy studying English.  Certain verbs take a gerund and others take the infinitive.  Students can memorize the lists or think in terms of gerunds are use for things that are completed and infinitives are used when things are occurring in the future¬ an ideal explanation, but look at I hope to study English.

22. *February is the most coldest month in my country. *February is the coldest month in my country.  We do not need most and -est.  Over application of superlative.

Parts of Speech

Label the parts of speech in the following sentence. There are twenty words. If you'd like, you can write the parts of speech and then list the words after them.

Before the grammar class started, Steve hurriedly finished his overdue homework and turned it in to the young substitute teacher.

Prepositions-before, to,

Articles, the, the

Noun-grammar, class, Steve, homework, teacher

verb- started, finished, turned in

Adjective- grammar (n), overdue, young (n), substitute (n)

adverb-hurriedly

pronoun-his, it

conjunction-and

Turned in is a phrasal verb&phrasal verbs are described in Collins page 162+.
